[Your Name]
 [Your Address – optional]
 [City, Province]
 [Email – optional]
 [Phone – optional]
[Date]
To: [Candidate’s Name]
 [Candidate's contact info if known]
Dear [Candidate’s Name],
My name is _______________ and my children attend school in the SCHOOL DIVISION NAME.
With the upcoming school board trustee election, I am reaching out to all candidates within my division to learn about their position, beliefs and platform relative to inclusive education.
For many families, the valid parental choice for their child with intellectual disabilities to be included in the regular classroom has not been consistently respected. While many have had positive experiences, a quality inclusive education is not consistently available in our division but depends on the leadership and values of individual educators or administrators.
I would greatly appreciate your response to the following questions:
(THESE ARE THREE POSSIBLE QUESTIONS, WE SUGGEST THAT YOU SELECT A TOTAL OF THREE QUESTIONS FROM OUR SUGGESTED LIST)
1. The Education Act protects a parent’s right to choose the kind of education their child receives, yet families of children with intellectual disabilities seeking an inclusive education often have that choice denied.
 Q: As a trustee, will you ensure the choice for my child to be included in the regular classroom with supports is honoured?

2. Parents must be respected as equal partners in decision-making. Too often, parents are left out or unheard.
 Q: What will you do to ensure parents of children with intellectual disabilities are engaged and respected partners in school meetings and decisions regarding our children?

3. Children with intellectual disabilities are too often subject to shortened school days.
Q: Will you commit to publicly reporting on the number of students on partial days (i.e. schools telling families that supports are not available so their child with intellectual disabilities will be limited to attending a partial school day) and to advocating for an end to this practice that violates the Education Act?  
I also want to personally invite you to an upcoming inclusive education information session hosted by Inclusion Alberta:
Event: Inclusive Education 101 for Trustee Candidates
Date: October 9, 2025 from 7:30 to 8:30pm
Location: Online (Zoom link and details will be provided upon RSVP)
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89406563180?pwd=ZTaS1wxb8ZpAvIWzc6pIrGHS7w0Gni.1 
Inclusion Alberta’s education consultants support divisions in delivering quality inclusive education. The organization has supported thousands of families across Alberta seeking access to an inclusive education for a student with an intellectual disability. This session is open exclusively to school board trustee candidates and will explore:
· Educational research on inclusive education for students with intellectual disabilities,
· The successes and challenges these families face accessing a quality inclusive education today,
· The support and commitments these families will be looking for from you.
The session will be presented by Dr. Donna Barrett, former superintendent of Northland School Division, and school principal and Assistant Superintendent in Edmonton School Division, who now teaches in Concordia University of Edmonton’s Faculty of Education. The session will also feature parents sharing about their experiences. 
I strongly encourage you to attend. Understanding these issues is essential to representing and advocating for all students and families in our division, and would demonstrate your readiness to learn and engage on these issues. 
I look forward to hearing your response to the questions above and hope to hear of your attendance at the session. Your answers, including any non-responses may be shared with other families in my network and through social media to help inform other families in my community ahead of the election.

If you plan to attend, please register using this link. If you have questions about the event, you can email mail@inclusionalberta.org or call 1-800-252-7556. 
Thank you for taking the time to consider these important questions and for your commitment to building an inclusive education system for all students in Alberta.
Sincerely,
[Your Full Name]
[Optional: Contact Information]


