MEETING HANDOUT
Support people with disabilities by preventing Canada Disability Benefit clawbacks
 
This meeting handout is intended to serve as a template that can be tailored to your family’s experience. Bring your final version to any meetings you have with decision-makers and leave it with them so they have a detailed record of your request.  
Summary
Insert your own introduction here – who you are, what your interests are, etc. as a short paragraph
The Canada Disability Benefit began being paid to eligible adults with disabilities in July 2025. This benefit is intended to address the poverty faced by many people with disabilities and to increase their financial security.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Justice Laws Website. (May 2024). Canada Disability Benefit Act (S.C. 2023, c. 17). https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-3.45/page-1.html] 

Its purpose is being undermined by the Government of Alberta’s decision to claw back CDB payments dollar-for-dollar from recipients of AISH and Income Support.
This means the most vulnerable are seeing no real increase in support, even as the cost of living continues to rise. Alberta stands alone in this decision—all other provinces and territories have committed not to reduce provincial benefits for recipients of the CDB.
People with disabilities already face disproportionately high rates of poverty. In 2022, 12% of those aged 15 and over with disabilities lived below the poverty line, rising to 29% among single individuals. AISH has long been inadequate, and clawing back the CDB perpetuates economic hardship for people who urgently need help.
We must address poverty among people with disabilities
Please consider adding your and/or your families’ experiences to further support your advocacy in this section.
The provincial government acknowledged cost-of-living pressures when it approved a $270 increase to MLA housing allowances in 2024—now totaling $2,200 per month. Meanwhile, individuals on AISH struggle to survive on less than that as a full monthly income.
When considered against the current cost of living and additional disability-related expenses not covered by other programs, AISH benefits are not adequate for individuals with disabilities to meet their basic needs. That other provinces also have inadequate benefits is no excuse for depriving adults with disabilities of a benefit that would alleviate the poverty they continue to experience while they rely on AISH. 
Alberta’s current policy demands that AISH recipients go through the burdensome Disability Tax Credit application process, which can cost up to $400, just to access a benefit that’s then deducted from their existing support. This is clearly unjust and forcing them to demonstrate that they have applied by September 5 or else face a $200 reduction in AISH benefits is cruel—meeting such a quick deadline has caused panic for many. 
Federal income supports have a proven track record in reducing poverty—for seniors through Old Age Security and the Guaranteed Income Supplement, and for families via the Canada Child Benefit. The CDB has the same potential to change lives—but only if recipients receive it in full, without clawbacks.
The Canada Disability Benefit does not absolve provincial governments of their responsibility to provide income security. Instead, it should be a complement—an opportunity to lift people out of poverty rather than maintain the status quo.
I urge the Government of Alberta to reverse the clawback policy and make a public commitment to ensure that all adults receiving both AISH or Income Support and the Canada Disability Benefit get the full amount from both programs.
Let’s prioritize the well-being of people with disabilities. Alberta must not stand alone in cutting back a benefit intended to provide relief.
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